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INVESTIGATIONS 


Cohen implicates president 


Says Trump told him to pay off women for ‘purpose of influencing’ election 


Manafort 
ilty on 


8 counts 


President says verdict for tax 
and bank fraud is ‘very sad’ 
but ‘doesn’t involve me’ 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 
ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A jury found 
former Trump campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort guilty Tuesday on tax and 
bank fraud charges, a major victory for 
special counsel Robert Mueller as he 
continues to investi- 
gate the president's as- 
sociates. 

The jury convicted 
Manafort on eight of 
the 18 counts against 
him and said it was 
deadlocked on the oth- 


PAUL 


MANAFORT er 10. US. District 
facesa Court Judge T.S. Ellis 
second trial declared a mistrial on 
in D.C. next  thosecharges. 

month. Wearing a black 


suit, Manafort stood 
impassively, his hands folded in front of 
him, and showed little reaction as the 
clerk read the word “guilty” eight sepa- 
rate times. 

President Donald Trump reacted to 
the verdict by denouncing Mueller’s in- 
vestigation. 

“Paul Manafort’s a good man,” the 
president said in West Virginia. The ver- 
dict, he said, “doesn’t involve me but I 
still feel, you know, it’s a very sad thing 
thathappened.” 

He pointed out that the charges in 
Manafort’s case did notinvolve Mueller’s 
core mission of investigating Russian in- 


See MANAFORT Page 10A 
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Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump’s former personal attorney and fixer, leaves federal court in New York after pleading guilty to bank 
fraud, tax evasion and campaign finance violations. His plea deal did not include a promise to cooperate with investigators against Trump. 


AT A GLANCE 
Cohen’s crimes 


Michael Cohen pleaded guilty to eight 
counts of tax fraud, bank fraud and 
campaign finance violations Tuesday, 
including: 


FAILING to report millions in income for 


the five-year period beginning in 2012. 
MAKING false statements to a financial 


Giuliani says lawyer's 
guilty pleas don’t point 
finger at White House 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 
NEW YORK — President Don- 
ald Trump’s former attorney Mi- 
chael Cohen pleaded guilty Tues- 
day in a Manhattan courthouse to 


counts of tax evasion, one count of 
making a false statement to a 
bank, and two campaign finance 
violations: willfully causing an ille- 
gal corporate contribution and 
making an excessive campaign 
contribution. 

“Guilty, your honor,’ Cohen said 
eight times as U.S. District Judge 
William Pauley read the counts. 


February 2015. 
WILLFULLY CAUSING an unlawful 


2016 to October 2016. 


MAKING an excessive campaign 
contribution on Oct. 27, 2016. 


institution tied to a credit decision around 


corporate contribution from at least June 


eight violations of banking, tax 
and campaign finance laws, telling 
a federal judge that he made pay- 
ments to silence two women be- 
fore the 2016 election at the direc- 
tion of then-candidate Trump. 
Cohen pleaded guilty to five 


The longtime attorney for 
Trump faces a recommended pris- 
on sentence of 46 to 63 months, 
according to court filings. He will 
be sentenced Dec. 12. 

When it came to the campaign 
finance violations, Cohen impli- 


cated the president directly. He 
told the court that he worked with 
Trump to pay off two women to 
keep their stories of alleged affairs 
with Trump from becoming public 
before Election Day. 

In a statement, Trump attorney 
Rudy Giuliani said: “There is no 
allegation of any wrongdoing 
against the president in the gov- 
ernment’s charges against Mr. Co- 
hen. It is clear that, as the prosecu- 
tor noted, Mr. Cohen’s actions re- 
flect a pattern of lies and dishones- 
ty over a significant period of time.” 
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HURRICANE HARVEY 
| ONE YEAR LATER 


Politics of 
recovery 


lagging 


Path forward muddied by 
mixed signals, shortage of 
funds, lack of voter backlash 


By ROBERT T. GARRETT 
Austin Bureau 
rtgarrett@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — Hurricane Harvey 
may have upended tens of thousands 
of Texans’ lives, but there’s no sign yet 
that it has shaken state politics and 
policy. 

Officials are talking about small- 
scale tweaks to how they prepare for 
disasters. 

f Communities along Texas’ Gulf 
. Coast have sent mixed signals on 
- whether they'll significantly change 
* land-use policies to reduce flooding 
` risks. 

. And how key politicians per- 
- formed before, during and after the 
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Winds and floods caused by Harvey racked up $127.5 billion in dam- 
age in Port Aransas and across South and Southeast Texas, but pub- 
lic dollars offered up so far would cover less than one-quarter of that. 


storm hasn’t become a top-tier issue 
in the Nov. 6 midterm elections. 

Here are seven takeaways on the 
politics and the potential fallout: 


Some public money is being po- 
nied up, but it won’t cover the 
storm’s costs. 


Here's the simple math: 

Winds and floods caused by Har- 
vey racked up $127.5 billion in dam- 
age, according to the National Ocean- 
ic and Atmospheric Administration. 


So far, different levels of govern- 
ment have spent or pledged the fol- 
lowing amounts: 

E Nearly $14 billion has been dis- 
tributed in federal and state grants, 
low-interest loans and payouts on 
federal flood insurance, according to 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

E This summer, the federal gov- 
ernment signed off on three separate 


See STORM’S Page 2A 


DALLAS COUNTY 


Missing gun found 
in property room 


Sheriff's office lost track of 
Valdez’ old service weapon 


By GROMER JEFFERS JR. 
Staff Writer 
gjeffers@dallasnews.com 


Dallas County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment officials found the missing gun 
that had been issued to former Sher- 
iff Lupe Valdez — in the depart- 
ment’s property room. 

The 9 mm pistol was found after 
interim Sheriff Marian Brown or- 
dered a second audit to find the ser- 
vice weapon, according to a news re- 
lease from the department Tuesday. 

Brown ordered the audit after 
The Dallas Morning News reported 
that the gun, which was issued to 
Valdez after her original service 
weapon malfunctioned, was not ac- 
counted for after Valdez resigned as 
sheriff in December to run for Texas 
governor. 

The missing gun put Valdez in a 
negative light as the race for gover- 


EDITORIAL: “Pardon us if 
we don’t feel all that much 
better.” 12A 


nor enters a critical 
stage. The saga in- 
cluded a series of 
mishaps and re- 
vealed that Valdez 
wasn’t sure where 


À the weapon was, 
LUPE 


, though she said last 
VALDEZ is = week she followed 
running to department proto- 
o col for returning 

roperty. 
Abbott as j A a previous 
governor. audit failed to locate 


the weapon, current Interim Dallas 
County Sheriff Marian Brown or- 
dered another inventory be complet- 
ed on the Sheriff’s Property Room 
yesterday,’ the news release said. “Af- 
ter a thorough inventory of every 


See SHERIFF’S Page 3A 
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